Christian Chavarria Ayala
Salvadoran artist Christian Chavarria Ayala has painted around 250,000 crosses of
different sizes and colors to raise awareness on issues such as poverty, water,
globalization and peaceful coexistence. The crosses are the “best therapy to cope with
difficult moments,” says the young man who survived the 1980–1992 civil war in his
country, but lost three close relatives during an attack on the family home when he was
a child.
In his own words, “I survived in a very miraculous way in the midst of death. We had to
leave our home because of the war, fleeing to the mountains, running all the time from
the soldiers of my country. Finally we got to Honduras and were taken into a refugee
camp there named Mesa Grande. At the refugee camp in Honduras I learned to paint in
the special style of my country. I only painted crosses because the cross was very
significant for us.
The civil war was like carrying a cross every day. Suffering, pain, death; it was a difficult
time. But we wanted to come back to our country, we wanted to create a new future, a
different country. We wanted to transform the cross into a living cross. I did get back to
my beloved El Salvador but sadly, when I was 16, I was threated again and had to flee.
I was sent to Sweden. I came to that good country as a refugee child. Alone. It was
difficult but I survived. My therapy has been painting and music, when I feel sad I paint
or play the piano. The colors and the notes become my world of relief. My crosses are
around the world now, in approximately 119 countries. I serve at my church now as a
volunteer. I am a lay pastor in a community in the rural area of El Salvador. We are born
to serve, we are born to understand one another, we are born to love, we are born to
live and be happy.”

